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»REACTIONS TO PM LEE’S NATIONAL DAY RALLY SPEECH

Three years away but
still part of S’pore family

I JUST returned from Japan
after a three-year stint as an
English teacher under the Ja-

n Exchange and Teaching

ogramme.

After touching down at
Changi Airport on Aug 14, |
felt a sense of warmth and se-
curity. | was greeted with a
smile (and 1 duly returned
one) at the Customs and
passed it without a glitch.

At the money changer, |
was greeted with more
smiles. | changed my yen and
the attendants responded

with man you™s. |
smiled ang left, t'eehng satis-
fied.

I went to Kovan,
point and Hougang malls to
run some errands in the last
few days. So much has

changed! Shops have been re-
located and even the toilets
are much cleaner now.

When 1 couldn’t find my
way to a couple of places, |
went to the customer service
for assistance. On all occa-
sions | was again greeted
with smiles and
“thanﬁ—jrli;ﬁ"s and was

m to destina-
EE:]. rngvcr felt xyat home.

On Friday, I got into a taxi
(SHB973B), headed for the
Japanese Association. Along
the way, |1 had a fabulous
chat with the friendly driver
(a Mr Kim, if I am not mistak-
en) and he cm'lld not stop call-
ing me “sir”. I told him that
was unne-cmary but he re-
sponded with “It's basic cour-
tesy. | have been addressed

Exercise sensitivity, care
in foreign-talent search

IN HIS call to Singaporeans
to welcome foreign talents
during his Nati Day Ral-
ly speech, Prime Minister
Lee Hsien Loong clarified
that the Government will be
looking for all types of tal-
Ent:]:ngd “not just g;mduatea.,
bankers or lawyers” (“Mak :
Singapore a et for
al ta]ents ST, AI:;%]
While the move to cast
the net wide to attract all
kinds of foreign talent is a
step in the right direction,
the recruitment of foreign tal-
ents should only be to supple-
ment and complement the in-
digenous workforce and tal-
ent pool, which must remain
the primary interest and con-
cern of the Government.
Indeed, any government
action to recruit foreign tal-
ents in competition with our
locals, even seemingly,
would be viewed with dissat-
isfaction and grievance by
those affected, as the first du-

ty and responsibility of a gov-
emment is to its own
by whose mandate it rules.
Except in areas of
the economy for which it
may be difficult to recruit
workers, or if the foreign tal-
ents to be recruited are out-
land.mg individuals in their
spective fields, and

hunt for foreign talents
should not be expan-
sive to the general discom-

fort of our citizens.

The Government should,

taremsmmmg or for-

R eign talents, so as to ensure
that Sm,gaporeans in the af-
fected occupations or profes-
sions do not feel ma.{m
ised or feel their live
threatened.

Yap Swee Hoo

1 SHARE the Prime Minis-
ter's view that we should wel-

as ‘sir’ even at McDonald’s.
This is how service should re-
ally be.” (I wished I had giv-
en him a tip.)

Listening to the Rally

iTBDd] ﬁ'PmnEMxmsterLae

sien E on Sunday
night, I could not help but
cla

p.

While working in Japan, I
registered with the Singapo
Embassy in Tokyo. In ugust
EDOSEdwe were wa ::I&
com embassy

b(Lmer with the staff.

ﬁfter a rather-severe earth-
quake in October 2004, I re-
ceived an e-mail and a call
from the embassy staff to
check if I was fine.

1 faced an une ected
E:nhlem at Haneda rt

fore leaving for Guam last
gency beTl."Im: thmﬂ Imsy

number at the em

and received immediate as-
sistance late at night (Thank
you, Geraldine).
In April, I was also given

come immigrants — foreign-
ers who want to make Singa-
pamtlmrhnmeandtakeup

. T up citizen-
:hlplndph;m zuttlmg
here will go to show that
they are committed to Singa-

pm‘ﬂeii'hatwemust not encour-
uge are f whn take

residence (PR)
hut who have no intention to

criminate against foreigners,
PR and immigrants, they,
too, mussl::;nt dm;nminal hate
against poreans ve
heard of non-Singaporean
hussgl m;ho prefer tl? hire
non- porean workers as
they do not have reservist
call-ups and do not take
three months of maternity
leave.
Just as Singapore and Sin-
gpomm have given them
ity to work and
make a living here, they, too,
must give equal opportunity
to Singaporeans.

full assistance, this time to
register as an overseas elec-
tor, and successfully voted
for the first time in Tokyo.

I would like to thank all
the embassy staff in Tokyo
for their assistance in the last
three years (and more to
come...).

I already feel very miich
at htm:le, after being away for

years, though not a real-

:Loq:ﬁ time. I am really glad
e Singapore fann]yr
abroad has not been forgot-

ten. | hope it will remain so al-

ways.

Fhave found a new,
I:ﬁf—termmbm.l an and |
be lﬁwing for Tokyo in

I 1 fondl'_l.r remember

PM Lee’s Rall that
the overseas 53‘F sp;::r:h'faml
:L“ always on the minds of

It unlkely that | “would
stay away forever”.

Tan Eng Seng

» ONLINE FORUM

¥ Look beyond
academic qualifications
to find local talents

Race counts against new
citizen when renting house

WHEN I listened to Prime Minister
Lee Hsien Loong’s speech, | was
happy to hear about welcoming tal-
ents, upholding the multicultural so-
ciety and meritocracy, irrespective
of race. Those policies that Minis-
ter Mentor Lee Kuan Yew, Senior
Minister Goh Chok Tong and, now,
PM Lee have taken to heart are
one of the factors that helped Singa-
pore beat all the odds and become
a successful, vibrant economy.

I was myself a beneficiary of
those policies. | came here in 1997
under the Foreign Talent Pro-
gramme to study at the Nanyang
Technological University (NTU). 1
was offered financial help through-
out my three years in NTU and
once | graduated | was offered per-
manent residence.

After the Sept 11 incident, the
economy was at its bottom. Once
again, I was helped by the Govern-

ment, which helped me find a job
via the Economic Development
Board's Training Attachment Pro-
gramme.

I am very thankful to the Gov-
ernment for having given me so
many opportunities and, two years
ago, | took up citizenship, despite
being here. This was a
difficult decision but I believed this
is a place where I could have a fami-
ly and also because of my be-
lief that the Government will al-
ways take the right decisions for
the economy.

A few months back I got mar-
ried. My wife is French. When I de-
cided to rent an apartment, I en-
gaged the services of a couple of
agents while I myself tried my
hand at finding an apartment
through online portals. It was dur-
ing that search that I realised that
my skin colour and race did matter
to the majority of Singaporeans.

Sng Choon Kwee

When I called peaple who had
houses fo the dialogue was al-

r rent,
ways similar.

Me: “Hi, my name is Rikesh and
I am interested in renting your
house for $X.”

Landlord: “What is your race?
We don't rent to Indians.”

One of my agents advised me to
try renting a house my wife's
name. Surprisingly, the land-
lords replied: “Ang mahs can. No
problem, lah”.

& This was tmlf:nehlli:vahle. Iam a
ingaporean — of Mauritian origin —
Indian race, with a good job, and

still I was looked down upon when
I tried to rent a property.
‘When I ask ent, he told

me most Chinese landlords prefer
tenants in this order: Ang mohs,
Chinese. Malays, Indians. I was
dumbfounded.

This experience made me won-
der: Has the Government done
enough to educate the u]}e le on
the real meaning of m
ism? Should there not be a law tn

stop such discrimination?

Rikesh P. Kisnah

Red Cross accounts for
$88m tsunami donations

| THANK Mr Ishwar Mahtani for
his letter, “Tell how funds used,
Red Cross” (ST, Aug 17).

The Singapore Red Cross (SRC)
always makes an effort to keep
members of the public informed of
relief efforts and projects funded
through their contribution to our
various international appeals,
through our many media state-
ments and updates. We also have a
website, www . redcross.org.sg, for
the public to get more information.

In December 2004, when the
SRC launched a public appeal for
the tsunami disaster, an unprece-
dented amount of S$88 million was
collected, of which $4.6 million
was utilised during the emergency
phase to provide relief assistance
and to send medical teams to Aceh,
Sri Lanka and the Maldives.

In ensuring that the funds col-
lected are utilised effectively, the
SRC set up the Tsunami Recon-
struction .Facilitation Committee
(TRFC), comprising members from
various non-governmental organi-
sations (NGOs), voluntary welfare
organisations (VWOs) and SRC, to
evaluate and approve projects by
Singapore-based NGOs and VWOs
requesting funds.

To date, $58 million has been al-
located for 55 projects by Singa-
pore-based NGOs and VWOs to-
wards reconstruction and rehabili-
tation efforts in the affected coun-
tries, focusing on community and
housing, health, education and eco-
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nomic livelihood. While some of
the projects have been completed,
there are still many at various stag-
es of mm&lﬁnﬁn, w]:u:h ma]r take

up to another two

In addition, the ~ s still re-
ceiving and approving project pro-
posals.

Among the projects and activi-
ties undertaken for the tsunami vic-
tims, Singapore has contributed a
permanent pier, 150 boats to assist
in livelihood recovery in Aceh,
about 1,000 houses in Aceh and Sri
Lanka, two orphanages, two kin-
dergartens, and schools in Aceh
and Sri Lanka, and a water-supply
system in the Maldives.

In addition to rebuilding a hospi-
tal, we have also established an
on-going bilateral technical train-
ing programme for medical person-

FUNDS TIED TO
SPECIFIC CAUSES

Funds that have been
collected for
international relief
efforts are used solely
for the designated
relief appeals and
cannot, as a practice,
be redirected to
another cause.

nel from Aceh with hospitals in Sin-
Eapore as well as other capacity-

uilding programmes in the affect-
ed countries.

The funds collected for the tsu-
nami disaster are used exclusively
to provide relief and rehabilitation
to the victims, and not for any oth-
er activities of the SRC. Details or
more information on the projects
and funding principles can be
found on our website.

In the case of the Lebanon crisis,
the SRC launched a public Meal
as part of a global appeal by the In
ternational Red Cross Movement
to provide humanitarian aid to vic-
tims of the crisis.

The money will go towards the
?umha.se of temporary shelters and

ood and medical assistance to help
more than 1.2 million people.

The SRC will, on be of the

people of Smgapore channel the

money to the International
Committee of Cross for if-
ic es which we will identi-

fy and monitor.

The SRC would like to assure
the public that all funds raised from
the stated appeals go towards the
specific causes they were raised
for. Hence, funds t have been
collected for international relief ef-
forts are used solely for the desig-
nated relief appeals and cannot, as
a practice, be re-directed to anoth-
er cause.

We look f?rtgard tulthef%n gﬂ—

support of the e of Si
Eﬁ-e tgﬂrﬂards the gg? of the
ross Movement, both locally and
internationally.

Geri Lau (Mrs)

Secretary-General
Singapore Red Cross

When police will act on
a non-seizable offence

I REFER to the letters by Dr
Vincent Chia Wei Meng
(“When does an assault be-
come a criminal case?”) and
Mr Daniel Chan Wai Piew
(“Implications on public secu-
rity troubling”) in The Straits
Times on Aug 17.

The offence of voluntarily
causing hurt under Section
323 of the Penal Code is a
non-seizable offence.

The key difference be-
tween a seizable and a
non-seizable offence is that
for seizable offences (such as
murder, rape, voluntarily
causing grievous hurt or caus-

hurt with rea ), police
officers are legally empow-
ered to arrest without a war-
rant. For non-seizable offenc-
es (such as misappropriation
of property and much.lefj pﬂ-

require a warrant of
rest or an order from a mn,g;s-
trate to make an arrest.

Section 323 cases can

from a

luab&.ﬂ!ﬁng cases
road rage or a staring inci-
dent.

Many of the cases rted
underg;chBnmhe-
tween adults in situations of

tewhichgetuutofh:nd
S M it T s
. Most - cas-

es are resolved amicably with-
out police intervention. These
rties often do not necessari-

want to seek redress
lﬁmghﬂle legal system.

Dr Chia concern
over the of his family
and friends the as-
sault on Dr Liew. He also
asked if members of the pub-
lic should call the police if
they witnessed assaults

Police investigation
showed that Dr Liew was as-
saulted by two ata de-
serted back lane near a coffee
shop. When he returned to
the coffee and members
of the public noticed he was in-
jured, they called the police,

POLICE'S ASSURANCE
TO PUBLIC

Police would like to
assure the public
that in cases where
there is clear harm
to public interests
and vulnerable
victims, even where
the offence may
turn out to be a
non-seizable one,
police will seek

powers to lawfully
investigate and
prosecute the
offender.

not realising that he had al-
ready done so. Fﬂlliu mi;wuti-
gators pursued the informa-
tion given by Dr Liew but he
was not able to identify the al-
leged assailants.

The public should continue
to report such incidents.
When :Ina;irted, police will re-
spond in to prevent
an mudm‘t% mlghng in
the public place, and ensure
that public peace is restored.

‘When a report of voluntari-
ly causing hurt that has oc-
curred and stopped is re-
ceived, police officers re-
spond and go down to the

T
nary 0 case by gath-
ering evidence or to

witnesses, if any.

party is injured, po-
hcewﬂfadm them to seek
medical treatment. The medi-
cal report can then serve as
uneﬁﬂewdencemanymhse-

If police assess that the circum-
stances of the case exceed Sec-
tion 323 and is a seizable of-
fence, such as voluntanly caus
ing grievous hurt or where a
weapon was used (as defined
under Section 325 or 324 of
the Penal Code), they will ar-
rest the s ts in question.

Even if the offence remains
only one of voluntarily caus-
ing hurt under Section 323
but police assess that the cir-
cumstances of the case make
it one of clear public concern,
the investigating officer
would apply for an order to
fully investigate the matter on
behalf of the ieved party.

These would include cases
where the assailant is a bully
taking undue physical advan-
tage of the vulnerable, espe-
cially young children, infirm
persons, senior citizens, the
disabled or intellectually-chal-
1 persons.
or other situations of vol-
untarily causing hurt under
Section 323, police will advise
the aggrieved party to lay a
Magistrate's Cumnnmt if he
would like to tnke the other
party to court. The magis-
trate, after considering the
facts presented, may then em-
power police to investigate
the case.

This process enables the
magistrate to decide on the ve-
racity of the complaint. This is
important as the indiscrimi-
nate use of may en-
Cﬂlﬂlﬂ! or even
malicious complaints, result-
ing in harassment ta the de-
fendant of a dispute and a
waste of public ime and re-
sources.

Police actions need to be

calibrated after care-
assessment of the éircum-
stances of each case. Police
would like to assure the pub-
lic that in cases where there is
clear harm to public interests
and vulnerable victims, even
where the offence may turn
out to be a non-seizable one,
gflllme will seek powers to law-

y investigate and prose-
cute the offender

Audrey Ang (Ms)
Assistant Director
(Media Relations)
Singapore Police Force

On The Mo ve

Grt news updates, wherever you are, mrh HPH
Mobile News. If you're a SingTel, StarHub or M1
user with a WAP-enabled mobile phone, PDA* or
BlackBerry device, just follow these simple steps
to subsanbe

o SMS “sphnews”to 71117

' 9 You'll receive a cost-free SMS
message with WAP link to SPH
Mobile News

Click on WAP link to access

Choose from:
“Breaking News”

“The Straits Times”

@ $5/mth
@ $3/mth

“The Business Times” @ $3/mth
“Chinese News"”

“Lifestyle News”

@ $3/mth
@ $3/mth

Note: SingTel subscribers can simply call *156 to subscribe.
* PDA devices must have GPRS/Wi-Fi connection.
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